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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 22976 
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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, UNHCR, AS, VN 

SUBJECT: AUSTRALIAN RETURNEE PETER WHITLOCK 
REF: STATE 256616 

SUMMARY: THE AUSTRALIANS HUSTLED THEIR RETURNEE OUT OF 
SIGHT. HIS INCARCERATION APPEARS TO HAVE GIVEN HIM A 
POLITICAL EDUCATION. END SUMMARY. 

1. PETER WHITLOCK, THE AUSTRALIAN WHO ARRIVED ON THE UNHCR 
OCTOBER 30 FLIGHT FROM HANOI (EMPLOYED AT THE SEATO-FUNDED 
HILLTRIBES BROADCASTING STATION IN NORTHWESTERN THAILAND 
AND INCARCERATED WHILE VISITING BAN ME THUOT AT AN ILL- 
CHOSEN TIME) WAS WELL-LIKED BY HIS FELLOW PRISONERS FOR 
HIS SENSE OF HUMOR, KINDNESS, AND HARDINESS. THEY RECALL 
HIS MAKING HIS FOURTEENTH DEMAND TO BE ALLOWED TO SEE THE 
AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR IN HANOI AT THE TIME OF ONE OF 
THEIR TWO TOURIST EXCURSIONS TO THAT CITY AND HEARING 
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HIS REQUEST DENIED, TO THEIR GENERAL MERRIMENT. 
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2. WHITLOCK'S ARRIVAL AT THE AIRPORT HERE PROVIDED ONE 
OF THE MORE AMUSING EPISODES CONNECTED WITH A HAPPY 
OCCASION. ALLEGEDLY BECAUSE HE HAD TO MAKE A CONNECTION 
IN AN HOUR, THE AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY PICKED UP WHITLOCK 

AT PLANESIDE AND WHISKED HIM OFF, ALLOWING HIM NO TIME 
TO RELAX, THE PRESS NO CHANCE FOR PICTURES OR INTERVIEWS, 

AND US NO OCCASION TO DO ANY DEBRIEFING. IT DEVELOPED 
THAT HE DID NOT MAKE THE CONNECTING FLIGHT AFTER ALL AND 
ONLY LEFT FOR HOME AT NOON THE FOLLOWING DAY. HOWEVER, 

AS ALAN DAWSON OF UPI NOTED, THE AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY'S 
HASTE IN GETTING HIM OUT OF THE WAY ONLY CONFIRMED THE 
WORST RUMORS CIRCULATING FOR SOME TIME THAT WHITLOCK 
WAS SOME SORT OF INTELLIGENCE AGENT. 

3. IN VIEW OF WHITLOCK'S MANY FRIENDS IN BANGKOK. ONE 
WOULD THINK HE WOULD HAVE CHOSEN TO STAY OVER FOR TWO 
OR THREE DAYS, AS DID ALMOST ALL OTHER RETURNEES. WE 
SUSPECT THE AUSTRALIAN ACTION WAS DESIGNED TO MAKE 
CERTAIN THAT HE WOULD SAY NOTHING THAT MIGHT EMBARRASS 
HIS COUNTRY IN ITS RELATIONS WITH THE NORTH VIETNAMESE, 

BUT THERE MUST BE LESS OBVIOUS WAYS OF ACCOMPLISHING 
THE SAME OBJECTIVE. 

4. INCIDENTALLY, ONE OF WHITLOCK'S FELLOW RETURNEES COMMENTED 
THAT WHITLOCK WAS BASICALLY AN APOLITICAL PERSON WHEN THEY 
FIRST MET HIM IN BAN ME THUOT. HOWEVER, AS THE IMPRISON- 
MENT CONTINUED, HE BECAME INCREASINGLY ANTI-COM- 
MUNIST AND CONSERVATIVE AND LEFT THEM IN BANGKOK SAYING 

HE WAS THINKING OF RUNNING FOR PARLIAMENT OR MAKING HIS 
VIEWS KNOWN IN OTHER WAYS. 
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